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Fatwa for Muslims to cast vote
Ballot Is As Important As A Testimony Or Witness, It Mustn•t Be Wasted: Darul Uloom

Pervez Iqbal Siddiqui | TNN

Lucknow: Irrespective of
their political leanings, Mus-
lims must come out and vote,
says a fatwa from Darul Uloom
Deoband. “A vote is as impor-
tant as a testimony or witness
is in Islam, hence it must be
utilised and correctly. A vote
must not be kept back and
wasted,’’ says the fatwa.

The fatwa gains salience
considering the receding vot-
er turnout across the country
during the first two phases of
elections. Although a number
of organisations have
launched campaigns show-
casing filmstars and other
celebrities appealing people
to vote, the exercise has failed
to make an impact in urban

regions. Issued by Darul Ifta,
the fatwa division of Darul
Uloom, the fiat came on a ques-
tion seeking guidance for Mus-
lims on voting in a country
which isn’t governed by
Sharia. The question sought

details about whether a Mus-
lim could vote for a candidate
who is a criminal and if Mus-
lims should make their choice
after testing the candidate or
the party on the fundamentals
of the Quran. The Darul Ifta

replied: “India is not an Is-
lamic country but a secular
democracy, hence it would be
out of place to look at its pol-
itics in Islamic perspective
and test the parties and polit-
ical leaders on the principles
of the Quran and Hadith. This
would bring nothing but dis-
turbance and confusion.’’

Restraining from com-
menting on the political char-
acter of the parties and can-
didates, the fatwa says: “One
should vote for the party and
the leader who is better for
Muslims and the country as
well.’’ Senior Lucknow clergy
supported the fatwa appealing
to Muslims and non-Muslims
alike to vote on the polling day
in large numbers. “It’s our duty
to vote. In a democracy, since

we choose our own leaders, we
can’t blame anyone else for the
state of affairs,’’ says well-
known Sunni cleric Maulana
Khalid Rasheed, the Naib
Imam of Eidgah Aishbagh and
member of the executive com-
mittee of All India Muslim Per-
sonal Law Board (AIMPLB).

Prominent Shia cleric
Maulana Kalbe Sadiq, too, em-
phasised the importance of
votes. “We must make the
right choice instead of sitting
back and lamenting on the
state of affairs. Casting a vote
doesn’t take more than 20 min-
utes. This is all that our sys-
tem wants for us to deliver for
the next five years. But we of-
ten do not realise the value of
votes and let them go waste,’’
Maulana Sadiq said.

Swine flu: India to double
Tamiflu buffer stock

New Delhi: Shocked by the
swine flu deaths in Mexi-
co, health ministry officials
said they were trying to
track down all those who
had arrived in India from
the South American coun-
try over the last ten days to
check them out for in-
fluenza symptoms. The
ministry has sought details
on all such fliers from the
immigration department
so that doctors can visit
their local addresses.

Doctors have clarified
that there is no risk in
catching the flu from eating
pork and pork products, in-
cluding ham, salami and
sausages. But they have ad-
vised that pork should be
cooked at temperatures over
70 degrees—a level at which
all viruses die. The new flu
does not have any preven-
tive vaccine for humans, al-
though timely medication
can cure it. The medicines advised
are Tamiflu and Relenza. Fortu-
nately for India, it has a stockpile
of one million doses of Tamiflu.
The government is now planning
to double its buffer stock by or-
dering another million doses of
the drug. Health secretary Naresh
Dayal told TOI, “These drugs have
a shelf-life of five years. So, we
may increase our buffer stock.’’

Four labs—the National In-
stitute of Communicable Dis-
eases (NICD) in Delhi, National
Institute of Virology (Pune), Na-
tional Institute of Cholera and
Enteric Diseases (Kolkata) and
the Regional Medical Research

Centre (Dibrugarh)—have been
put on high alert to test human
samples for H1N1 infection. Dr
V M Katoch, secretary of the de-
partment of health research, said
there were no suspected cases of
H1N1 infection in India, either
in animals or humans. “Howev-
er, our main focus now is to com-
bat human importation of the
virus into India,’’ Dr Katoch said.

The ministry’s joint secretary,
Vineet Chaudhry, said, “We al-
ready have airport health officers
and quarantine facilities. We are
just augmenting personnel in
heavy traffic airports to scan
every passenger. Delhi and Mum-

bai airports, where the maximum
number of international flights
touch down, will have the major-
ity of the doctors. Delhi will have
32 doctors working in eight shifts.’’
Passengers will be given two
forms—one will be a voluntary
declaration from the flier on the
history of their exposure to ani-
mals and on any symptoms of in-
fluenza illness. The second form
will be retained by fliers telling
them whom to contact in case they
develop symptoms in 10 days. Two
round-the-clock toll-free numbers
(1075 and 23921401) have also been
put in place for the public to re-
port about the illnesses. TNN

Grandpa kills girl
for rich farm yield
Sambalpur (Orissa): In an incident of suspected
human sacrifice, a tribal allegedly hacked his grand-
daughter to death here before sowing seeds on Ak-
shay Tritiya in the hope of a rich yield from his three
acres of land. Apparently driven by superstition, 52-
year-old Rajesh Hembram allegedly killed his 10-year-
old granddaughter Bernika with an axe on Sunday
evening when there was nobody else in the house at
Adpathar in the Jamankira area, they said.

Bernika, a student of Class IV in a government
school, was staying with Rajesh after her mother re-
married following the death of her first husband,
they said. The incident came to light when Rajesh’s
wife returned from a nearby market after purchas-
ing some essentials, the police said, adding the ac-
cused had collected blood in a bowl after killing the
girl. Though the accused was not in a position to give
a coherent statement, preliminary inquiry and cir-
cumstantial evidence showed it could have been an
act of human sacrifice to get good crops.

Devotee dies of suffocation in Vrindavan temple: A 65-
year-old woman from Kanpur died of suffocation at
the Bankey Bihari temple in Vrindavan on Monday.
Over one lakh pilgrims had thronged the shrine on
Akshay Tritia. TNN AND AGENCIES

TN executives turn
vegetable vendors 

Kamini Mathai | TNN

Chennai: Rice from the boot
of a Toyota Corolla. Mangoes
from a Ford Endeavour. Veg-
etables from a Santro. They
call it the car bazaar and
you’re most likely to see them
on Sunday mornings at Be-
sant Nagar beach in Chennai.
The veggies are sold by cor-
porate execs and businessmen
who have turned to organic
farming with a passion. Some
of them have taken to it as a
stress-busting diversion from
work or even as a hobby, oth-
ers have woken up to the idea
of using inherited land to
supplement their income.

For Sankaran Raghu-
nathan, a professor of man-
agement, the initiative began
in November 2005 when his
dissatisfaction with the qual-
ity of spinach in the market
prompted him to take matters
into his own hands. “I decid-
ed to grow my own spinach
organically on my farmland.
But I ended up growing much
more than I needed and so I
decided to bundle the extra
spinach into my Ford and
bring it to Elliots Beach on a
Sunday,” says Sankaran.

Initially, family and friends
were a bit sceptical about the
idea, but the response he got
from shoppers made up for it.
“I landed on the beach in my
Endeavour on a Sunday at
6am. Some morning walkers
thought since I was selling it
from the boot of an SUV, the
vegetables would be expensive.
I sold only half my produce
that day. Next week, people in
the nearby slums began buy-
ing from me; then everyone
started lining up. The spinach
sold out and I started driving
to Besant Nagar every Sunday
from then,” says Sankaran, 51.

Another incongrous figure
on the beach selling veggies
from a swanky car is Shyam
Sekhar. He has an infrastruc-
ture business, and owes his
part-time stint as an agricul-
turist to his father who was
passionate about farming. The
family had land near
Kancheepuram and Shyam de-
cided it would be a good idea
to grow something on it. For
the last two years, he has been
driving to Besant Nagar beach
every Sunday morning and
selling rice, gingelly oil,
turmeric and pulses—all or-
ganic—from the boot and roof

of his Corolla. This motley
bunch has taken inspiration
from one another: selling stuff
on the street, dealing with long
lines of customers, these are
issues on which it helps to
share notes. “Now that the de-
mand has increased, we have
started bringing a truck full
of vegetables with us,” says
IT professional Venkata Sub-
ramaniam, who started out in
a Santro some years ago. He
and his wife Srivalli run an
online company, but the idea
of selling fresh farm products
has found so many takers that
they have expanded the scope
of their business and are now
selling even at stores during
the week.

Their clientele is regular
and vouches for the quality of
produce. Homemaker Sujatha
Ravi says her husband saw
Sankaran selling spinach one

morning during his walk and
brought a bunch home. “It was
the best spinach I had ever
made,” says Sujatha.

Sankaran averages Rs 1,200
to Rs 1,800 with his 150 bun-
dles of spinach and 40 kg of
vegetables. And now, with the
mangoes, he makes an addi-
tional Rs 60 per kilo. Shyam
makes Rs 3,000 each Sunday.
“I’ve got many regulars now
that I have started door deliv-
eries,” says Shyam, although
the infrastructure firm still
remains his mainstay.

The fascination for agri ac-
tivity may have something to
do with the pressures of ur-
ban life. PB Murali who or-
ganises a weekend market at
his house on Luz Church
Road, pursued a career in
marketing and stock-broking
before he took to farming on
the outskirts of Chennai.
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CAR MARKET: Like Srivalli and Venkata Subramaniam (top) and
Shyam Shekar (above), executives and businessmen have taken
to organic farming in their farmlands. On Sundays, they park
their Fords or Corollas at Chennai beaches and sell the farm
produce from the roof or boot of their cars. While it•s a 
stress-busting diversion from work for some, for others it•s 
a means to supplement income

Fodder scam convicts get 6-yr RI
Ranchi: The special CBI court on Monday sentenced
26 convicts, including 11 officials of the former ani-
mal husbandry department of undivided Bihar, to a
maximum of six years rigorous imprisonment and
imposed a fine of Rs 10 lakh in the fodder scam case.
All the accused were sentenced in a case (No RC
57A/96) which pertains to fraudulent withdrawal of
Rs 9.89 crore from the Gumla treasury between 1990
and 1995. TNN
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